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BRUCE SIMPSON - MANAGING DIRECTOR
Bruce Simpson started his ecotourism career
in 1990 working as a guide in the well-known
Sabi-Sand Game Reserve of South Africa. Here
he worked his way through a variety of industry
roles from guiding to lodge management and
more with companies like Londolozi, & Beyond
and Singita.
In the early 2000s Bruce moved to Botswana
to join Wilderness Safaris as the Chief Operating
Officer for that country based in Maun. After a
couple of years of Okavango Delta experience
he and his wife Cate moved to North Island as
General Manager where their background and experience in high end ecotourism
and attention to detail laid the foundation for this exceptional destination to be
recognised by a number of high profile awards including ‘Best Hotel in the World’
by Conde Nast inREQUIRE
2006.
NEW IMAGE AND INTRO
In 2008 Bruce and Cate moved to Namibia where Bruce took on the role of CEO
of Wilderness Safaris’ operations in that country. Three productive years followed
during which time Bruce focused on restructuring and reorganising the business,
pioneering ground breaking joint venture partnerships with rural communities and
taking the company from strength to strength.
In 2011 Bruce left Namibia and returned to his home town of Johannesburg where
he became Chief Operating Officer of Wilderness Collection. In 2013 his portfolio
was expanded to include business development for the Wilderness Group, as
Chief Business Development Officer, with a mandate to investigate, negotiate and
develop new opportunities for the company in Africa.
During Bruce’s whole career with Wilderness Safaris, and since his working on
North Island as General Manager, he has retained responsibility for the Seychelles
business and been responsible for the management of North Island. This has kept
him on the Island at least every second month for the last 11 years which makes
him more than just part of the North Island product and story but part of our history.
As North Island’s Managing Director on a full time basis, Bruce looks forward to
spending a lot more time in Seychelles overseeing operations, reservations and
sales and marketing in the emerging markets as well as engaging with the various
trade and industry partners, government departments and key stakeholders.
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JONATHAN LITHGOW - GENERAL MANAGER
Jonathan first set eyes on North Island in 2007,
when he joined the team as the Island’s Food
and Beverage Manager. North Island has always
remained in his heart and he is honoured to be
part of the team once more. He looks forward to
making valuable contributions to the continued
success of the Island with his positive leadership
style and through the application of knowledge
gained in his 20-plus years of hospitality
management experience operating high-touch
luxury and experiential products.
Jonathan has a strong track record of having
managed and developed a number of the world’s leading privately-owned boutique
hotels located on private islands, in remote wilderness areas and semi-urban
environments, including New Zealand, Seychelles and South Africa. Most recently,
Jonathan spent six-and-a-half years as General Manager at Delaire Graff Estate in
REQUIRE
NEW IMAGE
INTRO
Stellenbosch, South
Africa – a five-star
Relais andAND
Châteaux
property synonymous
with wine, art, architecture, gastronomy and hospitality.
Jonathan looks forward to continue pushing the boundaries of a world-class
private-island experience for guests on North Island and building a strong team
culture among staff.
ANTON RAUTENBACH – EXECUTIVE CHEF
Anton truly understands the essence of creating
a gastronomic delight for discerning travellers
in secluded beach settings. His most recent
experience before North Island was gained at
&Beyond Mnemba Island in Zanzibar, following
other exceptional properties, including The
Twelve Apostles Hotel and Bushmans Kloof
Wilderness Reserve & Wellness Retreat in the
Cape, as well as Silversea luxury cruise liners.
Barefoot luxury, fresh fish, island-grown herbs
and vegetables (and sometimes challenging
logistics!) have shaped Anton to be creative and
versatile in remote environments. With a positive and friendly attitude, he is just as
comfortable interacting with guests as he is in his kitchen, where he is known for
his unique, personable way of leading his brigade.

REQUIRE NEW IMAGE AND INTRO

Passionate about food, every day at North Island is an opportunity for Anton to
create, explore and challenge his culinary vision in order to spoil and surprise guests.
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ROY BILL - MAINTENANCE MANAGER
Roy was born in Seychelles and furthered his
study at the electrical installation in the Industrial
Training Centre.
He worked on attachment at Coral Strand Hotel
and later was employed at Lemuria Resort
as an electrician. His next challenge was to
be employed for six years as an electrician at
Praslin Beach Hotel.
Roy joined North Island in May 2006 as an
electrician. In Oct 2007 he was promoted from
Maintenance Supervisor to Assistant Manager
and in October 2012 became Maintenance Manager.
Roy’s interest outside of energy and recycling is watching European champion
leagues!
ANIA ZOK - OPERATIONS MANAGER
Born and raised in Poland, Ania qualified as
Master of Arts in Physical Education and in
Tourism and Recreation before heading to Paris
in search of new adventures. She soon found
she had a flair for cooking and decided to take it
further by studying at Le Cordon Bleu Culinary
Arts Institute in Ottawa, Canada, where she
received her Grand Diplôme de Cuisine et de
Pâtisserie.
Ania left Europe to experience the rest of the
world, where she worked as a Humanitarian Aid
Volunteer and did consultancy work for small
Lodges in Tanzania. Due to her eye for detail and warm nature towards staff and
guests alike, Ania was appointed as Assistant Lodge Manager at the award-winning
Singita Grumeti Reserve. Subsequently she became Camp Manager at Singita Mara
River Tented Camp, which
she successfully
opened. AND INTRO
REQUIRE
NEW IMAGE
Ania developed a love for Africa and was excited by the prospect of living and
working on a private island in the Seychelles. Having joined the North Island team,
Ania is looking forward to being part of another successful operation and to helping
ensure that this success continues to grow.
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ALLAN JONES - OPERATIONS MANAGER
Allan Jones began his hospitality career in
Florida, which inspired him to further his studies
at Cape Town Hotel School with a Diploma in
Hospitality Management. Allan gained valuable
experience abroad in Scotland and England,
before setting his sights on the boutique luxury
hospitality market.
Drawn by the uniqueness of each property
and the strong focus on personalised service,
he has worked at some of the finest hotels in
South Africa including La Residence, Delaire
Graff Lodges & Spa, Ellerman House and
AtholPlace Hotel & Villa.
Allan’s passion for hospitality gives him purpose each day. He feels privileged to be
involved with and responsible for some amazing teams, particularly on North Island
where the team is part of every touch point in the guest experience.
JACQUELINE HOAREAU HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER
Jacqueline Hoareau is a native of Seychelles,
having been born and raised in the district of
Bel Ombre on the main island of Mahé. She
was educated initially in convent schools
before progressing all the way to the Seychelles
Polytechnic.
Upon leaving school she began working in the
hospitality sector and has never looked back.
Jacqueline’s efficiency and organisational skills
were in constant demand throughout her 25year tenure at the Coral Strand Hotel in Beau Vallon. Indeed it was only when the
hotel closed for major renovations that they could begin to think of coping without
her!
Jacqueline joined the North Island team in July 2011, fulfilling the vital roles of HR
Administrator and more recently, HR Manager. She is very much a people person,
making her ideally suited to the role. In her free time she enjoys meeting up with
friends, listening to music and reading. Jacqueline enjoys travelling to discover new
places and learn about new cultures (and on North Island she gets to meet people
from all over the world) – and indulging her passion for nature and wildlife. We’re
hoping she stays with us just as long as she did in Beau Vallon!
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CARL HAVEMANN - ENVIRONMENT MANAGER
Carl Havemann (CJ) was born and raised in
Pretoria, South Africa. His love for the bush
started at a young age, which resulted in
him choosing ecology as his career path.
He completed his schooling in Pretoria
and obtained an undergraduate degree in
Environmental Sciences. He further went on to
obtain his BSc (Hons) and MSc in Zoology.
He has worked on many ecological projects,
ranging from coastal dune forest restoration to
studying the nocturnal habits of aardwolf. He
spent two years studying the ecology of roan
antelope in the Linyanti Concession (managed by Wilderness Safaris) as part of his
MSc degree.
These couple of years illustrated how committed Wilderness Safaris was to
conserving and maintaining the natural beauty of the areas it operates in and he
was keen to be part of the company. After spending many years in the African bush,
he decided to try something new and in April 2014 CJ joined the North Island team
as the Environmental Manager.
TARRYN RETIEF - CONSERVATION MANAGER
Tarryn Retief grew up in Pretoria, South Africa,
and was exposed at an early age to travelling
while living in Malaysia with her family. This
exposure to different natural environments was
the starting point for her love of nature and all
things in it.
She completed her schooling in Pretoria and
went on to study at the University of Pretoria
where she obtained her BSc, BSc (Hons) and
MSc in the field of Zoology. The fieldwork
component of her MSc, which focused on the
structuring of ant communities in the vicinity
of perennial water sources, was conducted in a Wilderness Safaris concession
of northern Botswana and was based out of Kings Pool Camp (Linyanti). During
those two years of field work, she came to understand and respect Wilderness
Safaris’ ideology and commitment to low-impact ecotourism. This encouraged
her to become a part of the company and she now works as the Conservation
Coordinator of North Island.
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DANIEL MAGNAN – ACTIVITIES MANAGER
Daniel, a native of Seychelles is a Master Scuba
Diver Trainer and certified 60NM skipper. He
loves new challenges and opportunities, and
most of all welcoming visitors to his beautiful
home country as this this gives him the chance
to make positive changes in their lives.
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Daniel describes himself as being “crazy”
about the ocean, and he loves to explore the
underwater world.
His hard work and enthusiasm saw him
appointed activities manager in the perfect
place to combine all his passions and to extend a warm Seychellois welcome to
North Island guests.
Come on in – the water’s lovely!
JOHANDRI RAS –
FOOD & BEVERAGE MANAGER
Johandri was immediately drawn to the
restaurant side of the hospitality industry. After
completing his studies in Hotel Management in
Bloemfontein and his practical training at the
Mount Nelson Hotel and Vineyard Hotel and Spa
in Cape Town, he started his career in Food &
Beverage at Delaire Graff Estate in Stellenbosch,
South Africa – a luxury property renowned for
its fine wines and cuisine.
Johandri spent six and a half years developing
his wine knowledge and understanding of the wine industry before joining North
Island in 2017 as Food & Beverage Manager and Sommelier. He looks forward
to creating memorable experiences for guests and continuously challenging the
North Island standards. He enjoys gaining more experience in his wine knowledge,
experimenting with food and he loves fishing in his free time.
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PETER MARUNYA HOUSEKEEPING MANAGER
Peter Marunya joined the team in 2004 as a
Villa Attendant and has spent almost 15 years
honing his skills on North Island. Peter knows
North Island’s standards like the back of his
hand, and his dedication and commitment have
seen him climb the ladder to Housekeeping
Manager.
Peter has been part of the broader Wilderness
Safaris’ family for even longer. Prior to North
Island, Peter worked in camps in Zimbabwe
where he was personally recommended by
Wilderness Safaris’ CEO to North Island’s Managing Director, Bruce Simpson.
Loved and respected by staff and guests alike, Peter has an efficient eye for detail
coupled with a big heart and a warm smile. When he is not busy behind-thescenes, discreetly ensuring a seamless Villa experience, he enjoys nothing more
that lighting a fire for a fish barbecue with his good friends that he calls family in his
home away from home.
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AYU SAWITRI
HEAD SPA THERAPIST

IBRAHIM MAIMBA
HEAD OF SECURITY

MERVIN RICHARDS
FOOD AND BEVERAGE
SUPERVISOR

DONNA ANDREA TORRIJOS
NURSE

JULIO FRED
HEAD BARMAN
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NICOLAS LOUYS - HEAD GUEST
EXPERIENCE HOST
Nicolas, born and bred in the Seychelles, is
passionate about his magnificent country and
enjoys welcoming travelers from all over the
world. He has worked in the tourism industry
from an early age and has experience in highend hotels and resorts on a number of islands
in the Seychelles, including Mahe, La Digue and
Cousin Island.
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Nick joined the North Island team a number of
years ago, starting in the Food and Beverage
department before moving to the Front Office
team, where he worked his way up to Head Guest Experience Host. With his
friendly attitude and willingness to go the extra mile, Nick is dedicated to creating
the ultimate experience for our guests on North. Apart from keeping our guests
happy, Nick enjoys photography and mixing music - you may even catch one of
DJ Nico’s sunset sessions at West Beach Bar.

MONIQUE KÖNIGK-RAS
GUEST EXPERIENCE HOST

NEL-MARIÉ JONES
GUEST EXPERIENCE HOST

T +248 429 3100
INFO@NORTH-ISLAND.COM
WWW.NORTH-ISLAND.COM
CONNECT WITH NORTH ISLAND

@NorthIslandSeychelles

North Island, Seychelles

@live.north
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